Michelle Teran
—SELECTED WORKS-
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Banner intervention, Reclaiming Workshop, 2016

The following examples situate my research, teaching, and artistic work
within a genealogy of social practice and at the intersection of arts, activism,
pedagogy, and community-engaged work.

They span film, publications, performances, installations, public readings,
participatory events, pedagogy experiments, research groups, seminars,
lectures, workshops, and interventions in public space.



Promiscuous Infrastructures: Practicing Care
Book, 2024

How do we care for each other in our living, learning and working lives? The manual Pro-
miscuous Infrastructures Practicing Care calls for an ethics of care and attentiveness to
one another, re-imagines the making and the use of infrastructures, and situates care within
a genealogy of artistic and social practice.

Promiscuous Infrastructures brings together more than twenty contributors—art and social
practitioners, researchers, and educators—including the twelve core members of the Pro-
miscuous Care Study Group, who have been researching and writing about caring infra-
structures and promiscuous care for several years. This project takes seriously the urgent
need to imagine diverse infrastructures of care at every scale of planetary existence. The
resulting interdisciplinary publication comprises essays, visual schematics and scores,
personal letters, recipes, and conversations, which emerge from the work of the study
group, situated around the Willem de Kooning Academy in Rotterdam.

“Promiscuous Infrastructures is
an impressive and significant
intervention into that key polit-
ical struggle that has come to
define our age — the struggle
for care.” — The Care Collec-
tive, authors of The Care Man-
ifesto.

First Edition

Published by:

Journal for Aesthetics & Pro-
test, Leipzig

WdAKA Research Center, Rot-
terdam.

Edited by Michelle Teran, Marc
Herbst, Vivian Sky Rehberg,
Renée Turner and The Promis-
cuous Care Study Group.

288 pages with 82 color pag-
es. Exposed spine binding.
Language: English.

Book Design by Yusser al
Obaidi and Julia Wilhelm.




In society at large, the adjective “promiscuous” is commonly understood as a derogatory
term, but it originally referred to people or things that “mingled confusedly or indiscrimi-
nately.”

The promiscuity the title explores is defined by a clear and collective refusal of efficiency,
and favors generosity, care, love, and attention. Together, the group and their interlocutors
situate their own collective care practice within a genealogy of artistic and general social
practice. Adopting the UK-based Care Collective’s understanding of promiscuous, which
aims toward multiplying and experimenting with caring practices beyond the shriveled
forms that prevail today, Promiscuous Infrastructures addresses the following themes:
institutional change, communal responsibility and accountability practices, mental health
and collective care, hospitality and hosting, soil, counter-histories, intergenerational learn-
ing, joy and collective grief, and the poetics of imagining otherwise. These themes nurture
a practice of multiplying and experimenting in diverse and expansive ways.

In this publication being promiscuous means taking agency within and beyond the shared
context of structurally dispassionate cultural and educational institutions that require inno-
vation, expediency, and measurable results above all.

Contributors: Carla Arcos, Jacquill Basdew, Selma Bellal, Seecum Cheung, Cooking
Something Up, Yoeri Guépin, Marc Herbst, Czar Kristoff P., Pablo Lerma, Judith Leijdek-
kers, Carmen José, Edwin Mingard, Skye Maule-O’Brien, Lola Olufemi, Laurence Rassel,
Vivian Sky Rehberg, Reading Room Rotterdam, Kari Robertson, Yusser al Obaidi, Michelle
Teran, Renée Turner, and Julia Wilhelm.

Dust jacket poster by Carla Arcos.
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Lola Olufemiand Yusser al Obaidi

The Mealis
Lanoguage a2
T718 18 & rzn2e>

Farty

wmeitaTion
You are cordially invited to attend ____7Ze Zeal 7s_
language ___ planned for ____SEXP7 20 2025 __ . It
will be wonderful to have ____2Z2SE#7. GO0®R ZTAZE.
among us! 7Ze Fromiscuows. Czre Study_ 6rouo.
and_ kFezdizg Foom Fotterdzz, ___ will host
___INNSERT GOVR NTANE. _ and _Lola_ Olwfemz. and

and

and and

along ____Zusser. al Obzidis SofreZr ZazimeZ at our
lovely location ___ 777 #otterdaz.___ . We are seeking

your presence to make it memorable!

This is a gathering for the delusional, for the imaginative, the ones in this world
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while thinking of other ways of existing. Join us and sit down in
conversation as we ask ourselves: What else is possible when we
start to imagine another world?

We met each other at the Sofreh Daimeh, a spatial poem by Yusser
al Obaidi; a metaphorical yet real space of hosting otherwise. Here,
surrounding the plastic sofreh, we hosted a collective conversa-
tion—a metaphorical meal of words, if you will. The documentation
of this conversation opened with a dialogue between sections from
Lola Olufemi’s Experiments in Imagining Otherwise, and from notes
from Yusser al Obaidi’s unpublished Dear Barzakhiya (excerpts of
which are published as the text Let Us Meet in the Margins [Bar-
zakh] also contained within this publication). After the event’s brief
conversation between Lola Olufemi and Yusser al Obaidi, the space
opened up for attendees to join as guests at the sofreh, hungry with
questions.

For the sake of brevity, we have only transcribed the initial con-
versation between Lola Olufemi and Yusser al Obaidi. Please come
hungry with questions and full of wishes. We hope you can catch up
and join the conversation too. We’re looking to exchange strategies
to cook up an other future.

Yusser al Obaidi

11T
I

but not of this world. Taking inspiration from Lola Olufemi’s work, we will open up Al photo.
o 7 : : s : . graphs are
a space for thinking otherwise. Otherwise as in, the political horizon awaits, as by Steven
in the firm embrace of the unknowable, as in refusing the structures that confine Maybury.
222 Czar Kristoff P. and Jacquill Basdew 223
Y Czar¥ristofin
It voesn t Sto All images
used in

this visual
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Doesn’t Stop
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at Images

is are-
search-based
project using
printed mat-

atimages
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and daily
publications—
archived at

the THLIA (In-

ternationaal
Homo/Lesbisch
° Informatiecen-
trum en
cenerational dueer t | &

in Amsterdam.

”70(?’ care @272 Pablo Loma
D18780177¢%7

(Albany: SUNY
Press, 1997),
48.

During the Summer of 2023, I asked a few collaborators to join me for a
conversation about generational queer joy, care and visibility. I invited
them to browse through hundreds of images sourced for my project It
Doesn’t Stop at Images at IHLIA Heritage. The intention was to engage
in a conversation with words that departed from images and experi-
enced. That conversation never happened due to an intense Storm Ciardn
which shut down train travels and prevented our guests from reaching
WdKA.

The following pages are the results of reenacting that possible conver-
sation, that never happened, via digital meetings and email exchanges.

Pablo Lerma

TXhe institution will 2/ways keeo yow usy, which #ecos you away from the actual work.

essay are from

ter—magazines

Heritage depot

In my culture, touch is highly practiced when an infant is born,
through carrying, feeding, cleaning and protecting them until the
child reaches that stage that they learn how to groom, feed them-
selves, etc. Then, for some reason it disappears when the child
finally becomes a teenager, a stage where their body is changing.

My parents separated when I was four years old so that means my
journey to touch as a language is quite different from others. It
abruptly stopped. This particular moment in my life is the beginning
of my intimacy conflicts. Intimacy conflicts! occur when the symp-
toms of PTSD prevent the establishment or maintenance of trusting
interpersonal relations. Anger toward a loved one often is accompa-
nied by anxiety about the attachment, as these feelings are elicit-
ed in the same circumstances. Purposeful distanciation allows the
individual to control the degree of emotional attachment by partially
numbing feelings and by not permitting personal disclosure that
would lead to the formation of friendship or deeper levels of caring
for others.

This behavior has affected me when it comes to establishing rela-
tionships in the past, whether when I am looking for friendship, a
romantic or sexual partner. There are many layers of walls that the
other person has to go through in order to figure out what I really
feel or think. And I can’t imagine what it is like to be on the other
side but I am sure it can be exhausting.

In the past few years, through the help of friends, family and books,
I allowed myself to trust people once again. As well as accepting
every rejection as a form of new beginnings.



1S4 Marc Herbst and Michelle Teran

Learning and
Oreaming Together
through Social
Uncertainty

ntro

We feel the uncertainty of these times. We wonder about ways of
learning that are centered upon uncertainty, that do not hide from
challenges we face. Institutions of higher learning have promised
never-ending progress based on reason and science, but today we

are unsure if this is real, or desirable. Rather than modeling educa-
tion around a heroic narrative of individuals overcoming challenges,
towards unquestioning progress, we think about how learning can be
oriented towards learning together in difference. By facing it, we won-
der how uncertainty can be embraced, or, at worst, how we can avoid
panic around uncertainty. For this reason, we created an experiment,
“Learning and Dreaming Together through Uncertainty.” The experiment
of “Learning and Dreaming..” was to host a collective overnight dream-
in that asked its participants to focus on the emotional fragility of
uncertainty and how experimental social and education practices could
deal differently with this uncertainty.

When we get into the matter of uncertainty, we think about several
aspects of it. On the one hand, there is the individual feeling and
thinking self that may feel constitutionally fraught by self doubts
and a sense of personal uncertainties. Then we have external impulses
that normally help us orient ourselves within the world regardless of
our own constitution, that because of the state of our world may or
may not be stable. It is this second kind of uncertainty that we think
about when we ask about living and dreaming through uncertain times.
Among these uncertain things are social relations between people that
are mundane and overarching, which constitute social and cultural

Sorry, 7 am making a cuo of tea.

20 Cooking Something Up
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assumptions around how we should individually and collectively be—de-
spite the actual state of ecological, economic, psychological affairs.

Turning toward education, we see how learning is evermore oriented
toward a unipolar notion of “progress” or “development,” determined
by individual mastery, market competition and profit. This is not
what the world needs right now. The educational model that holds
sway within most schools replicates a business as usual attitude,
perpetuating the individual and systemic that brought us to this point
of severe uncertainty. We ask instead if higher education could make
space for collective practices of critical generosity, reciprocity,
respect, and togetherness? Can it hold space for social learning
around how to hold each other through uncertainty?

In preparing for this pedagogical experiment, some of the question
that we considered were:

How might we collaboratively deal
with uncertainties, as a prerequisite
for any kind of learning process?

What is social practice for, if it does
not actually help us socially work N
through and care Tor our collective A
dreams?

How would we like it to Teelin the
learning and caring space we share?

How do we develop capacities for
sitting with discomfort, of feeling
overwhelmed, anxious or rudder-
less—when facing uncertain times?

What are our commitments to our-
selves and others through uncer-
tainty? That is, what are ourideals
for our being human despite the

difficulties that we may face?

Illustrations:
Marc Herbst
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First and foremost, sharing dinners is a tool to make
friends, strengthen existing friendships and take care of each
other. It makes people come together and enables a different
kind of connection based on the joy and comfort that good food
creates. Conversations that arise are situated within the sensual
experience of tasting, smelling, sitting together. Sharing dinners
with friends is also a way to share a part of yourself and
introduce friends to what matters to you, be it food from your
cultural background, food that you connect with specific
memories or associations, or a new recipe you want to
try out. Cooking is also part of the reproductive work
associated with the private sphere of the kitchen. Opening
up this private space to a collective, embodied experience,
can offer ways to politicize and collectively handle
reproductive work and personal experience and bring politics
(back) into the kitchen. Silvia Federici writes: ‘If the house
is the oikos on which the economy is built, then it is women,
historically the house workers and house prisoners, who must
take the initiative to reclaim the house as a center of collective
life, one traversed by multiple people and forms of cooperation,
providing safety without isolation and fixation, allowing for
the sharing and circulation of community possessions, and,
above all, providing the foundation for collective forms of
reproduction.’

Poetry
Poetry is a utensil that allows you
to perceive, study, and embrace the
world beyond what is deemed rational
and objective. As a tool it gives space to feelings
and hunches which cannot be expressed through a
language that conveys meaning alone. Expressing oneself,
alone or together, through poetry, is a way of palpating
language, of playing with the possibilities it offers to find
different ways of communication. Poetry embraces the
personal and subjective, the tentative, the blurry. It helps
to re-imagining what knowing can mean from a feminist
point of view that takes into account and aims to dismantle
the oppressive structures that generate the framework
for knowledge-production. A framework which
devalues intuition and emotional ways of knowing,
traditionally attributed to women. Poetry as a tool
allows to exceed this framework, to venture into,
as Audre Lorde puts it, the ‘dark, hidden places’.



Utterances: Composing a Care-Informed Artistic Research Practices in the Cracks
Book, 2024

Utterances: Composing a Care-Informed Artistic Research Practices in the Cracks is a
humble offerinng towards an alternative artistic research practice that is guided by an eth-
ics of care. It is an offering coaxed out of the side notes and the whispers fo the Promiscu-
ous Care Study Group, a collective formed within the cracks of the Willem de Kooning (art
and design) Academy in Rotterdam. Utterances proposes the ‘check in” as an invitation,

a structure, as reality, and as a dialogue that begins with the lived experience of the body
and the visceral experiences of sharing intimate spaces together. This approach opens
space for collecting impressions, allowing tensions and gaps, speaking and being silent,
presence and non-presence, note taking and taking note, as an ongoing process of caring
and coalition building.

This intimate publication’s collective research and utterances encompass a way of work-
ing, the rhythms and the breaks and the intimacy, an ethos of being in ‘right relation’. With
respect to right relation, seeminly separate lines of inquiry become interwoven, generate
emergent interrelationships, bring together the collective imagination, pursue unpredict-
able pathways, and honour the marginalia of research by centering the side notes and
whispers.

Published by HumdrumPress and Metero Editions.
62 pages. Sewn binding. Language: English.
Contributors: The Promiscuous Care Study Group
Book Design by HumdrumPress
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support

It's been a long time
feeling this way.
Right?

network?

I'm interested in the sensorial aesthetic
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building intimacy as a
form of practice.
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I have thought

a lot about

the role of rage
as a constructive force.

On the outside,
these check ins
are really good.
How does one
steal joy and healing?
Interesting survival mechanism.

I was thinking
how nice

Lt would bLe

Lf I can hug you now,
give you another hug.

Involving the sweat and the non-sterile.

Maybe in my atress,
I produce more 3tness.

What I am taking §tom this group i3 the
acknowkedged space ot douvts and
tnsecurities.
How does that
moment of
reconnection happen?
It is hard not to be consumed by
thinking about care
infrastructures when people
seem to no longer care. Sometimes | think we
just need to be kinder
to ourselves.

I¢11 totally hug you.

Infrastwuctures
T've been thinking a lot about grief that actually facllitate
and uncertainty in netwonks of
education and truat.
realising that there's no
space for grief and
uncertainty in education.




Situationer Workbook/Cookbook
Book, 2021

Situationer Workbook/Cookbook, edited by Michelle Teran with Johanna Monk, Teana
Boston-Mammabh, is a book in two volumes on transformative pedagogy and teaching in
times of crisis. How can times of crisis — or of crises, in their many forms — inform and influ-
ence the pedagogies needed to situate ourselves in a troubled world? How can one tune
in to the conditions, concerns and difficulties of these complex times, by cultivating new
and necessary forms of humility, attentiveness and recognition toward other knowledges,
other value systems, other frameworks of understanding? The essays, interviews, and
other creative and critical interventions in this book offer a wide variety of reflections upon
these fundamental questions.

This publication connects to emergent research around transformative pedagogy in so-
cially engaged art and art education. It comes from the impetus to go back to the drawing
board, in order to imagine other possible perspectives on learning and education. It is

a body of research that continually writes and enacts itself into existence, cultivated by
engaged practitioners within the Willem de Kooning Academy and Piet Zwart Institute in
Rotterdam and beyond.

PAGES: 246

DIMENSIONS:7.48” x 10.24” x 0.67”

ISBN: 9789492308283

IMPRINT: Publication Studio Rotterdam

DESIGNER: HARDWORKING GOODLOOKING

EDITOR: Michelle Teran, Johanna Monk, Teana Boston-Mammah
PUBLISHER: Research Centre WdKA and Publication Studio




Ihe Pedagogies of my Kitchen

Dear Michelle,

Ihope you're doing well in Berlin, and you've been
able to return to your gardening. Now more than
ever, it's essential to touch (and smell!!) the dirt and
generallyjust plant things. With so much screen time
during this COVID-19 quarantine, | keep thinking
about Anni Albers’s insistence on the importance
of touch. I've printed out a quote from her book On
Weaving and taped it by my computer screen as a
reminder. It says:

We touch things to assure ourselves
of reality. We touch the objects of our
love. We touch the things we form. Our
tactile experiences are elemental. If
we reduce their range, as we do when
we reduce the necessity to form things
ourselves. we grow lopsided.

It's like muscles that without stretching and
moving become weak and floppy. Where once
nipping out for a walk or gardening felt like a break,
nowit’s anindispensable lifeline.

| wanted to write and apologize for missing the
deadline for the publication. | just couldn't get my
essay finished. It's not that | didn’t want to write
it, but somehow, with everything going on, the
binding didn’t bind. My lack of concentration has
left me with only notes and fragments of thoughts.
Initially, | planned to submit something about the
pedagogies of the kitchen. Riffing off of Martha
Rosler’s Semiotics of the Kitchen, | wondered what
such a domestic space with all its quotidian rituals
could teach me or is teaching me. Being sequestered
at home and cooking, I've been thinking about how
my hands re-enact my grandmother’s gestures
when | make cornbread. As | whisk eggs, milk, oil,
and baking powder into cornmeal, | perform a kind
of séance summoning her spirit with my body. No
doubt, these movements are also connected to my
great-grandmother, who was married off at the age
of thirteen to my great-grandfather who was thirty-
three. And | assume her gestures wereinherited from
countless other forgotten women who came before
her. All those anonymous women, most of whom
could neither read nor write and whose recipes were
relayed only through spoken word. They were not
chefs but spent their lives practicing the art of care
with very little to no fanfare.

Their unwritten biographies are folded into the
batter of my cornbread. And although | may add a
little less sugar, I recently discovered it is the same
recipe Maya Angelou published in her cookbook,
Hallelujah! The Welcome Table. | guess it shouldn't
be too surprising because she spent part of her
childhood in Stamps, Arkansas, which is not too
far from where | was born. It was there that her
grandmother prepared cornbread along with other
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~Complaint; Body of Knowledge

SithatinnAar

“I want to moke being stricken an
opportunity for thought.”
- Sara Ahmed, “Complaint as Diversity
Work”, 2017

FOREWORD

I have always been fascinated about the stories
of others, as a way to increase my understanding
of our world, our society, other people, and myself.
Stories that | find relatable, that | want to share, and
that might even have the power to inspire change
within myself. But also stories that are still hidden,
still unexplored, and that question my own sense of
reality, of what | know and believe.

The people | have admired were often those who
“owned” their narrative, challenged the norm, or
expressed their ideas and views with confidence.
Reading and experiencing their struggle, their bliss,
their journey, often helped me to forget the feeling |
had of being trapped in a cage.

In the binary system of how we put the things
around us in boxes, | often find myself left out,
unmentioned. Not smart, not dumb, not the
youngest,nottheoldest,notaboybutuncomfortably
labelled a girl, not white, not black, not Dutch, not
Filipino. The only word in which | could find power
and meaning, that summed up my complex identity,
was the word allochtoon - the Dutch word commonly
used to designate immigrants, literally meaning
“coming from another soil”. Always somewhere in
between, average, halfway and unnoticed - or, as
the title of my artist statement makes clear: | don't
matter.

INTRODUCTION

THE SOCIALISATION PROCESS

Families play a key role in the socialisation
processes of one’s individuality. My mother had a
big influence on how I look, feel and treat myself,
bringing Filipino culture inside Western society.
Growing up, it often felt that being myself wasn't
always appreciated, and | would feel ashamed of
who | was. My mother voiced her opinions daily
whenever I didnt fitinto her belief of how “a woman”
should behave. She constantly compared me to the
daughters of friends and families, who she took as
an example for me to follow: “Girls shouldn’t climb
trees. Girls shouldn’t play with boys. Act more
feminine. Dress more feminine. Dress more like so-
and-so, act more like so-and-so.”

Religion was another important element that
shaped me. Growing up Catholic meant that the
Bible became my source of knowledge, of how |
should understand everything and everyone around
me. Starting with the creation of the world, and the
banishment out of paradise caused by a woman (of
course) who opposed God by eating the apple of the
forbidden tree. | felt it was expected of me to never
question the authority of the Bible and the church,

evén though | had my doubts. What was considered |
morally good and bad in the church and the Bible
didn't always feel morally good and bad within
myself. Restricted for being a woman, with growing
sexual desires, feeling a need to rebel against
social expectations, all made me believe | would be
banished to hell if | didn’t learn to supress my own
voice. Putting my faith in others, believing they
knew what was best for me, made me unable to cope
with the need to stand up for myself whenever | was
confronted by society. | learned to take everything
as truth, never questioning those who stood higher
up in the hierarchy.

THE ART SCHOOL EXPERIENCE

As a student at the Willem de Kooning Academy
(WdKA), coming in contact with a creative industry,
anart world and aniinstitute that had always seemed
accessible only to an educated and talented elite,
made me feel increasingly disassociated from myself
— from where | came from, and from certain aspects
of my identity. The expected sense of unfolding
individuality, the entitlement of feeling “better” than
people outside the academy felt foreign to me - in
contrast to how | had felt during my prior education
at the Grafisch Lyceum Rotterdam, a mid-level
vocational school for media-oriented professions.
To survive the new environment | found myself in,
| tried to adapt myself, to seem more intelligent,
creative and authentic, so | wouldn’t remind others
and especially myself of my “lower” educational
background.

Looking back at my experience within the
academy, | find it painful to remember how naive |
was at first, believing the academy would be a safe
and playful environment for me to be in. Being an
outsider among a majority of students coming from a
higher class, dominant white Dutch culture —and also
mostly from outside of Rotterdam - made me believe
I was inferior to them, since there was such a lack of
representation, at times even a misrepresentation,
of people | could identify with. The life experience
and knowledge | had gained up to that point seemed
of novalue from the moment | entered the academy,
since this was pr ly “unworthy ki ledge”
better left outside the building. | was constan(ly
blaming myself for not reading more books, not
going to enough museums, not making enough use
of the academy’s workstations - all because | felt a
constant fear of rejection or of being a bother, while
at the same time never feeling good enough. And
so, this pattern of behaviour, of always blaming and
being disappointed with myself, which | had already
learned early in life, only increased during my time at
the academy.

RESEARCH

For this thesis, | will be using my own experience
as a case study for analysing the role of the Dutch
cultural archive, the Dutch self-image, and the
notion of double consciousness within the WdKA.

During the second semesterof my thirdyearatthe
academy, | travelled to the Philippines, staying in my
mother’s hometown in a rural region of the country.
Having just gone through a distressful period, | now
became conflicted by the generational and cultural
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miliar to me, like biscuits, collard greens,
and frxed chicken. Food that feeds the soul or soul
food, that complexly rich culinary tradition that
emerged out of the histories of Africa, slavery, and
Native American traditions. These legacies fill my
pantry, and | wanted to write about how, depending
on the cook, specific pasts are evoked and how we
might listen more attentively to these divergent
histories.

The food historian Michael W. Twitty talks about
this when he traces his family’s roots and routes
in The Cooking Gene: A Journey Through African
American Culinary History in the Old South and his
Southern Discomfort Tour. While we may share a love
of cornbread and though our culinary traditions
intersect, Twitty is quick to highlight that these
traditions are inherited, experienced, and embodied
in radically different ways. To set the same table does
not automatically mean to be at the same table. He
writes:

It is not enough to be white at the
table. It is not enough to be black at
the table. It is not enough to be “just
human” at the table. Complexity must

come with us in fact, it will invite
itself to the feast whether we like it
or not.

Being explicit about these differences is where
the political and the personal are intimately,
inextricably, and at times, painfully intertwined.
Besides the kitchen being a space of hospitality,
nourishment, nostalgia, and warmth, it is also a
place of unreconciled and traumatic pasts yet to be
digested in the present. When I cook, | am obliged to
acknowledge and bear witness to these histories in
their deepest sense.

And these are not the only lessons my kitchen
teaches to me. There was more | wanted to write
about. Ingesting and digesting, I've also been
thinking about fermentation. What does it mean to
let things ferment, and whatis it as a transformative
process? As I'm sitting here writing to you, I'm
surrounded by my ferments. Although the smallest
room in the house, my kitchen is a menagerie of
lorganisms. A yeasty ginger bug bubbles on the
ounter, my sourdough starter rises and falls
ccording to its rhythm, milk gradually turns into
ogurt, kombucha with its jellylike cap releases a
inegary smell, and under my table water kefir with
lemon and hibiscus fizzes in flip-top bottles. All of
hese are in the making, but none of them are wholly
f my making. | tip the ingredients in a particular
irection and nudge them by adding just enough salt
or an anaerobic environment or supplying the right
mount of sugar for yeast to thrive. Many of these

pon the air. That invisible force surrounding and
ustaining us is filled with living organisms that
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feed my ferments. | think about an observation tha
Sandor Katz made. Do you know him? He wrote a
amazing book called The Art of Fermentation. Afte
being diagnosed with HIV in the early nineties, h
moved from New York City to a queer commune i
Tennessee, and that's where he was introduced t
fermentation. In reflecting on his fascination witl
these processes, he writes:

As my exploration of fermentation
unfolds, I keep coming back to the
profound significance of the fact
that we use the same word “culture”
to describe the community of
bacteria that transforms milk into
yogurt, as well as the practice of
subsistence itself, language, music,
art, literature, science, spiritual
practices. belief systems and all that
human beings seek to perpetuate in
our varied and overlapping collective
existence.

Maybe in tending to my ferments, as well as my
garden for that matter, I'm reminded that we are all
in this together — me, the bacteria, the plants, and
the planet. To come back to the Albers quote, if one
of us gets out of balance, we grow lopsided, and |
would add, run the risk of collapsing.

| guess this is why the notion of tending to has
become so important to me. It happens when | stir
the beans to keep them from sticking, it's when |
press down the dough for a second rise, and it's
when | quickly prepare a snack for my son who is
hungry. As this pandemic has brought into focus,
it happens when the needs of the ill are cared for
or when the food is stocked on the grocery store
shelves. Unlike heroic gestures, tending to is quiet
and essential, but rarely held in high regard - think
of street cleaners, concierges, child carers, and
the many others who provide for us daily. The
act of tending to is a revolution that moves at a
slower pace, only gaining critical mass through an
accumulation of more subtle actions executed over
an extended period of time. This kind of attention is
about persistence, perseverance and routine. As in
every kitchen, mine is the scene where cycles repeat
themselves — breakfast, lunch, and dinner. If nature
has its seasons, | can assure you, my kitchen has its
bewitching hours and counts upon the erasure of
the previous cycle before the next one begins. Isn't
it interesting to think about all the invisible labor
that surrounds us — that work which is only rendered
visible when things cannot be tended to?

Next to the flows of rhythm and attention in my
kitchen, there’s all the stuff. I'm not talking about
fancy gadgets, but just bits and bobs. | don’t know
if you remember from the last time you stayed with
us, but hanging next to the stove are two potholders
made by my mother-in-law. She's sewn them from
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Alona van Rosmalen

gap that I was experiencing. It made me aware of how
my own values did not fully align with where | was,
which in turn made me feel | did not belong there -
a familiar feeling that | had also often experienced
growing up in the Netherlands.

Working through this newfound realisation,
started putting in place what | would need in order
to navigate this turning point in my life. The WdKA's
minor programme Cultural Diversity became a safe
space that helped me develop and cultivate new ways
of expressing myself through my work. With the
guidance of teachers who introduced me to relevant
theoretical tools, | was able to filter the problematic
reoccurring patterns in both my personal and my
academic life.

One of my goals in writing these words is to
generate social awareness of the problem of
oppression and marginalisation towards students of
colour, and how this affects them during their time
at the academy. At the same time, | wish to empower
myself in taking ownership of my own identity and
position as an artist within the academy, where |
have too often neglected my own stories — those of
my culture, history, and complexidentity.

I'am aware that the problem | am addressing here
is very complex in how it is rooted in today’s society,
and that many people have already addressed
this same problem in many different ways. For me
personally, however, the problem became visible
during my studies at the WdKA, and this is why |
have chosen the WdKA as the context in which I will
address these topics. Looking beyond my private
and personal struggles, | can see that the problem
is larger and more political than myself. | am not
writing this text for my own personal autobiography,

but rather to apply it wlthm the pubhc debate. My
experience at the academy stands as a model for
what | have been through, and what | can expect
again in the future. What happens on a small scale is
also happening on a larger scale, and what has been
a learning experience to me can become a learning
experience for us all.

The concept of intersectionality (Crenshaw 1989,
p. 140) has further led me to realise that there are
partially overlapping common interests among
students, but that these interests can suddenly
diverge when class and colour are also taken into
account. Since | am using my own perspective as my
starting point — a woman of colour with a migration
background - | am aware that | have experiences
that can be similar or different to those of both white
people and people of colour, and that what | have to
say in my thesis may not necessarily resonate with
everyone.

Inspired by two blog posts by Sara Ahmed titled
“Diversity Work as Complaint” and “Complaint as
Diversity Work” (Ahmed 2017a, 2017b), | want to
make use of my own complaint as away of teachingus
something about how the academy functions in the
context of diversity. In building my case, I will discuss
the following topics in order to provide a perspective
on the problem | am addressing.

Part 1: Dutchness focuses on the influence of the
Dutch cultural archive - the product of our Dutch
history of imperialism and colonisation that has
formed the Dutch self-image (Wekker 2016). It is a
self-image that exists in people born and raised in
the Netherlands, particularly white people, and is
based on historical Dutch achievements that fuel the
self-image of Dutch white people with pride, while
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) NvdH: Thank you for inviting me to talk about the
sport education tool Multiform in the context of queer
pedagogies. Could you tell me a bit more about your
motivations in choosing a conversational format for this
publication?

GF: Firstly, | think it’s important to mention that
I never consider Multiform and its research on sport
andqueerpedagogytobemyworkalone.lestablished
this performative research by developing bodily
experiences that directly include the experiences of
others. Therefore, | see the reflection process not
only as mine, but as real collective work. Moreover,
beyond including the experience and voices of the
players, the project always has been positioned
at the intersection of different fields that exceed
my own expertise as a designer. For example, the
fields of sport, philosophy, education, and politics.
In that sense, | see my role as a social designer

as a ‘connector’ who facilitates the exchange of

Lonversation on oport

v
-

knowledge and practices between experts from very
different domains.

Therefore, having been asked to write and reflect
upon this research, it's important to me that my
contribution to the publication will take the form of
a dialogue as well. And so, almost as if re-enacting
our usual dialogue between theory and practice,
| wanted to invite you to tell us a little bit about
the background of the project, in terms of both
philosophy and design. One of the most interesting
things about the project for me is that it’s not only
based on theory but also involves dialogue, so that
practice comes to feed back on the theory itself by
producing further knowledge.

GF: Could you say a few words about your background
andyour interest in the philosophy of sport and play?

NvdH: | have a master's degree in literary studies
and another in philosophy. Currently, | work as a
Ph.D. researcher and lecturer at Leiden University,
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and Queer Pedagogies

where | conduct research and teach in the fields of
postmodern philosophy, feminist theory, aesthetics,
and the philosophy of sports. An important
realisation to me today is that we can no longer
consider sport as a microcosm of society, but rather
that we should understand our society as being
modelled after sports. With this I mean that our lives
seem to have become fully subjected to the workings
of the market, the logics of scarcity and competition
- intersecting with the normalising of discourses
related to gender, sexuality, ethnicity, physical
ability and so on. Following the logic of sport, we
have cometo believe that we can only become who we
really are when we strive to excel and continuously
improve our performance. But
what it means to excel is not
something we  determine
ourselves. By contrast, in
order to find our true selves,
we subject ourselves to the
knowledge of countless
experts, whether in
the context of health,
beauty or work. As
this  knowledge
imposes all sorts
of norms on us,
our current way of
relating to ourselves
- for example in terms
of self-improvement —
will eventually only induce
feelings of self-loathing
and self-doubt. And so,
the question that | am really
interested in is the possibility of
a different ethical relationship to
ourselves.

It is from this perspective that my contribution
to the social study of sport should be understood.
The central thesis of existing frameworks in social
sport studies is that there is nothing in or about
individuals that escapes the workings of power and
discourse —inshort, ofideology. To put it differently,
the way a sports practitioner experiences the world
is an effect of language, discourse and power. Yet,
in so far as everything we think and feel is fully
predetermined, the question arises: how can we
think in terms of resistance and social change?
This is where my interest in the philosophy of play
should be situated. What precisely interests me in
the philosophy of play is the notion of the freedom it
brings forth. More particularly, what the philosophy
of play adds is that even though we are subjected to
normalising discourses, there is always something
in our experience that is indifferent to the workings
of power and discourse. This experience is best
described as an experience of autotelicity - of doing
something for the sake of the activity as such - and
this is precisely what we experience when we play.
| believe this attitude of taking the experience of
play seriously has important ethical and political
consequences, as it means that we can find a certain
form of freedom in play, and that subsequently play

may aIIoMr a Mren( ethical self-relation, and
thus could become a vector for social change.

NvdH: When we first met, you described your practice
as being positioned in the field of social design. How does
this field relate to your current research with Multiform?

GF: | graduated from the Social Design master
programme at the Design Academy Eindhoven.
However, the field of social design was never really
defined by the curriculum, and we were expected
to come up with our own definition of the discipline
and its practice. For me, social design has come
to mean questioning the interplay between the
material and social forms that constitute society. For
example, it’s about interrogating how our material
environment impacts social
interaction and reinforces specific
power structures. Coming from
this perspective, | started
to question how systems,
norms, ideologies and
assumptions are encoded
and reproduced through
the design of sport.

was  thinking
about how sport
and physical
education (PE) play
an important role in
constructing identity
and in defining how
we learn and reproduce
social norms and values.
However, these values
are not neutral, and they
contribute to the production
of social hierarchies and forms
of exclusion related to gender,
sexism, racism and  ableism.
These ideologies continue to affect our bodies,
our modes of thinking, and our interactions
with others throughout our lives, defining our
responses to concepts such as binary oppositions,
competitiveness and hyper-masculinity. And so, in
response to how sport systems impact our modes
of thinking and social interaction, starting from a
young age, | started to experiment and propose,
with Multiform, modes of design that question and
destabilise this old rigid system.

Therefore, in considering the body and sport as
important sites of knowledge, Multiform became
an ongoing research through which | constantly
ask myself: How can we design new pedagogies and
activities to imagine and foster alternative value
systems? And what kinds of practices can help us
reframe reality, allowing us to imagine, enact and
rehearse new modes of being together?

NVDH: How do you investigate that? Which research
methods do you use to deconstruct the system of sport?

GF: By considering the practice of sport as a
performance of broader social structures, | wanted
to place the human body within the research as a
central perspective from which the social world
is not only experienced and reproduced, but can
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actually also be challenged. Therefore, | established
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Killing Your Darlings In limcs
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Mending as a L)FBCUCC

concerns me is when does mending b&tSme over-
mending? Over-caring can be asphyxiating and
stifling, too.

TYING UP LOOSE THREADS

At the most basic understanding, to mend is the
gesture of gluing, stitching, connecting and bonding
of damaged threads. These threads may have
been broken due to violence - be it psychological,
emotional, physical, sexual, political, institutional or
environmental. Theway lunderstandit, mending can
be a method and metaphor to reweave the ruptured
connections to our senses and body, friends and
family, to the material, social or ecological. It is
the practice of care and interdependency within
our collective condition of vulnerability. Mending
is a form of creating that decenters cognitive
knowledge by working with tacit knowledge that is
craft. Mending doesn’t have to mean “starting from
scratch”; in fact it proposes that to mend is to make.
The aesthetlcs of mending can help to interrogate
aesthetic values set by institutional powers that
uphold certain legitimising visual languages as
forms of gatekeeping power. In the best-case
scenario, mending aesthetics might be a small step
in the larger process to decolonise, de-modernise
and decenter patriarchal notions of wholeness and
brokenness, and beauty and ugliness.

AUXILIARY ATTACHMENTS

MENDINGACTIONS

Foucault once spoke of the E(Xmological
relationship between curiosity and care.“” Curious
comes from the Latin word curiosus, which means
careful, diligent, thoughtful, to inquire eagerly, akin
to cura, which means care, concern, worry. Curiosity
is about “the care one takes of what exists and what
might exist”.28 To be curious is to be concerned. For
me it is important to be curious as a teacher but also
to nurture a sense of curiosity within students, to be
concerned about what’s going on around them and
within them. bell hooks writes that if we are to teach
deeply and intimately, we need to care for the souls
of our students. 2

Maria Puig de la Bellacasa writes rha( “to value
care is to recognize the inevitable interdepend;

O

Munm in her shop with her employee

students to engage in open conversation without

essential to the existence of reliant and vulnerable
beings. Interdependenceisnotacontract,noramoral
ideal - it is a condition.” 3° The acknowledgment of
this very interconnectedness of vulnerable living as
a fundamental condition is the beginning of care.
But what does care look like within an educational
context, and what actions does this entail?
How are we relating to one another? What are some
overlooked and underestimated values that we
need to reconsider? Below are some things that I'm
learning how to put into practice; it is by no means
exhaustive.

Trustis essential to nurture within the classroom;
itisvital that arelatively safe space is established for

27 Buigdels Bellscys, Matrof G 52
28 Foucaul, quotedin Puigde  Bellcas, Mattrsof Care, 92
29 ooks, Totbinglo Trangonss,

30 Baspae s eltscsh, Riswers o are, 70

fear of cond ion, shame, jud or failure.

Reciprocity - the exchange of energy, actions or
stories —is necessary in building a community within
the cIafsroom so that interdependency can take

Active listening is the practice of being
present, it is to witness the presence of oneself
and to the presence of others without presumption
and judgment. It is the act of allowing others to
speak freely while one listens with empathy and
understanding. The Vietnamese Zen Buddhist monk
Thich Nhat Hanh calls this compassionate listening,
while the American experimental composer Pauline
Oliveros calls this Deep Listening. Only when people
feel like they’ve been seen and heard can sincere
D e G ERITECS b et amd sty proweam o5 Qbccung sports am

teamwork hosted by Gabriel Fontana, Jay Tan and Z. Blace. (25 Apr 2019) Willem de
Kooning Academy.
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“Let us not then make the future our
project, let us improvise.”
- Fred Moten

Darling, what happens to our research and
teaching practices when we start killing our darlings
in the name of those who are yet to be born or may
never live, rather than in the name of the Future,
Knowledge and Reason? How to channel those
voices, bodies and histories that are traditionally
lost to narratives of modernity and progress? What
kind of educational practices could then come into
being? What new concepts and narratives for earthly
survival could unfold? With what dance of attention
will we tango together? As a transdisciplinary1
researcher and teacher, who combines imagining
alternative futures with a personal love for the deep
superficialities of “guilty pleasures”, these are the
kind of questions that occupy my mind and that
result in another way of dealing with tensions in the
classroom. First of all, it is no surprise that tensions
arise. Transdisciplinary research is an experimental,
speculative criss-crossing boundary practice that
cannot be predicted or determined in advance.
Consequently, one of the main differences with a
monodisciplinary classroom is that tensions are not
seen as a “bad thing” that might get in the way of
fruitful collaboration. Tension in a transdisciplinary
classroom is the soul of our dance. It is how we fall
into one another - and (un)learning how we can fall
into one another in new ways in turn enables us to
constitute new worlds.

Darling, this means that | try to operate the
classroom as a work of art, and that | love taking the
risk of not being taken seriously. We - all human and
non-human participants - follow each other, not
entirely clearly, but rather intuitively. In our dance
of attention, we are close, but never controlling.
We allow each other to take a spin. Together, but
also alone. Around, around and around. Sensing and

I, ihin this approch, discplines and felds are decomporcd nd recomposed
53 Abodey l”zm A Kl 20 y..w,m,mp);

creating a spirograph of multiple becomings. At one
point, | hope to be able to say: “Darling, look at you
go! And me... Hah!" In order to have such critical
pedagogical moments in our coming together,
whetherintextorin “reallife”, | believe we mustboth
incorporate a kind of childish way of fooling around.
Improvisation in body and soul. Since the aim of us
coming together is that we are making other worlds
happen, rather than merely describing these worlds.
I know that it is easier said than done. Because pre-
accelerating energy in a classroom must be felt,
before actual bodies can start moving. Before we can
experience that glimpse of undisciplined ecstasy ina
classroom.

The starting point of such a classroom is
therefore that we deeply respect the bodies that are
engaged, always with an acceptance that nothing
can be forced. There are only creative propositions.
Propositions allow us to bring things into movement,
to take a leap into the |magmat|on Propositions
invite others to participate.? It is always a questio
do you want to boogie with me? Never an imperative:
dance with me! Second, laughter is crucial. If
tension is the soul of our dance, then we need to
also have its counterpart in there. But not as a form
of relief, that we cannot take the tension anymore.
Laughter is not for stupid people. It is a way to
refuse seriousness from taking over our business of
knowledge production. We laugh at the idea that we
actually know something. Through laughing, we are
implicated in the messiness of research. You laugh
therefore you are responsible and accountable.
Darling, | feel your hesitation, when I tell you this.
| feel your cramped body. But why so serious? Yes,
these are serious times, that is why | urge you, in
order to survive: chuckle and shake your body. It can
transcend times and feelings in immanent ways.

So... Let's dance?
You can't?
Then let me sit with you.

CLASS DISMISSED

Darling, just like you, | find myself in this fucked-
up place. Here and now, we are forced - on the one
hand, to think less hard in order to survive in aworld
you wished you were not a part of, or to endure with
great difficulties the miserable conditions of our
society, and of its educational institutions, through
which it is becomes hard to think; and on the other
hand, to still learn to think hard. Darling, | know.
People find it impossible to think together with
you. That is why you are here. You seem voiceless,
not because you do not speak, but because your
language is perceived as too gaga and too blabla.
Dangerous even! They wonder: how to think with
you, when you are not able to use words as your
vehicle of thought? Your work looks like a big mess.
Your thoughts are unclear and/or your critical
thinking can be taken as an insult to Knowledge. But
| am aware that your capacities for thinking have
gone unrecognized. You know, it is nothing new that

2 Isabelle Stengers, based on Alfred North Whitchead
3 Donna Haraway
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'l‘akmé Down A Monumént

Our experience as housing activists points out that
RAISING RENTS

CEASING UTILITIES due to default

NEGLECTING ~ PEOPLE FROM  MARGINALIZED
COMMUNITIES PLACED IN DEPRIVED AREAS
LEAVING PERSONS AND FAMILIES ON THEIR OWN
WITH HIGH HOUSING-RELATED DEBTS OR PRIVATE
RENTS THAT THEY CANNOT PAY IN THE EVENT OF
LOSING THEIR JOBS

willincrease people’s vulnerability to the virus, putting the
whole society at risk.

Pandemic Protests

« Award-winning  archaeologist  gives  detailed
instructions on how to pull down Confederate obelisks

as protesters topple racist statues in Birmingham and
Nashville
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8376
Archaeols ives-instructions-safely-pull- obehsks-
George-Fond»Qroresrs.h(ml--->shor(Imk https://rb.qy/
atzybé

University of Alabama at Birmingham archeologist Sarah
Parcak tweeted instructions on how to safely topple
an obelisk. Parcak even offered a rough, hand-drawn
schematic and references that ‘there might be’ an obelisk
in Birmingham's downtown.

« Why Protest Tactics Spread Like Memes
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/31/style/viral-
protest-videos.html

When items like umbrellas and leaf blowers are subverted
into objects of resistance, they become very shareable.

- Interface, 12(1): Organizing amidst COVID-19:

Sharing Stories of Struggle (2020)

https://monoskop.org/images/f/fb,
rface 12 1_Organizing_amidst
VID-19_2020.pdf

+ K-pop fans drown out
#WhiteLivesMatter
hashtag
https://www.
instagram.com/
explore/

whitelivesmatter/?hl=en

« Socially distanced human chain to protest racism
https://www.dw.com/en/berliners-make-socially-
dist: d-human-chain-to-protest-racism,

« Everyday Borders, Everyday Resistance
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Drawing by Michelle Teran

marginal in our unequal country. We are an alliance of

https://roarmag.org, ryday-borders-
everyday-resistance,

Under COVID-19 emergency rule, the EU border regime
creeps further into our daily lives, calling for everyday
resistance through solidarity and mutual aid

Author: Anna Papoutsi

* The New White House Fence Is Getting Covered In
Protest Art
https://dcist.com/story/20/06/07/the-new-white-
house-fence-is-getting-covered-in-protest-art

« D.C. Mayor Bowser has ‘Black Lives Matter’ painted on
street leading to White House
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/d-
c-mayor-b: has-black-li ter-painted
street-n1225746

« The power of crowds
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2020/jun/o02/the-
power-of-crowds

« Tactics in a time of physical distancing: Examples from
around the world

https: ibrary.org/tactics-in-a-time-of-
physical-di i les-from-around-th Id,
CONTENTS

1. Frameworks and tactic lists
2. Banners, Posters and Murals
3. Car Based Actions
4. Virtual Civil Disobedience, Gaming and Maps
5. Holograms, Projections & Skywriting
6. Digital Rallies, Strikes, Picket Lines and Forums
7. Bodies on the Line
8. Strikes - Workers and Renters
9. Objects Representing People (Aprons, ArtInstallations,
Shoes)
10.  Noise Making A

+ SERBIAN BALCONY PERFORMANCES
htt, ‘thetheatretimes.com/serbian-balcony-
performances-in-times-of-covid-19-clapping-protesting-
confrontation
HOW DID DIVERSEBALCONY PERFORMANCES
EMERGE IN SERBIA DURING THE
CORONAVIRUS EPIDEMIC AND HOW
DID THEY BECOME A METAPHOR
FOR APOLARIZED SOCIETY?

Manif.app
https://www.manif.

about/
You want

to  support

a  manifestation

or a protest but

you really cannot
join it (you are sick, you are far
away, you are under lockdown due to a worldwide virus, ..):
the Manif.app web site allows you to participate by placing
your avatar on a map at the location of the manifestation
and thus display your support. Your avatar is visible
publicly on the map, as well as all the other avatars.<br

« ‘Black Flag’ protest at Rabin Square
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-over-

SAitnatinnear
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social movements, trade unions,
and NGOs united by the Programme of Ac(lon we've all
endorsed. We are in the processes of setting updemocratic
coordinating structures and activists working groups.
Source: https:, ition.org.za/about-us,

People in G la are giving food to truck drivers who
do not have places to eat while moving cargo, since the
restaurants are closed:

- Emp of HCM City company provide free rice to

FOOD PREPARATION, FOOD AND OTHER DELIVERIES

+ Oakland farmers band together to help feed frontline
protesters amid demonstrations
ttps://www.sfgate.com/food/slideshow/Oakland-
based-farms-help-feed-frontline-: 65.php

=

« Organising A Solidarity Kitchen: Reflections From
Cooperation Birmingham

https://www.weareplanc. org, blog/organising-a-
solidarity-kitchen-. om-cooperation-

birmingham/

* McDonald’s takeover
https://www.leftvoice.or: werkers -in-france-take-over-
istri fbe 7U78rlcKc
BhytbmjSHs5FjXismV79pjAzxnld2B7I8XZITjMcslOxiA4
French workers took over a McDonald’s restaurant
in Marseille and turned it into a solidarity platform to
distribute food aid for those who are in need during the
#coronavirus pandemic

« Giving Food to Truck Drivers
https://www. com/vid b
pais-sec_vida/traileros-recibieron-una-sorpresa-al-
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disadvantaged people

hteps: n/society/6748: f-
cm-city-c ovide-free-rice-t

people.html

Afreerice ‘ATM' in Vietnam

« People for Accountable Governance and Sustainable
ction
In Metro Manila, Philippines, Pagasa (People for
Accountable Governance and Sustainable Action) is
feeding families of low-wage daily workers for P700/week
with their survival pack. The group buys fresh vegetables
from local farmers, too, and helps give them aliving.
‘www.facebook.com/pagasaFB/?hc

« ACORN Brighton - Union for the community

ACORN is a renters union that added mutual aid and call
outs for volunteers. People are helping isolated people with
shopping and getting medicine. They're also organising
volunteers for acommunity kitchen, making and delivering
hot meals and food parcels. There are mutual aid groups
popping up all over Britain

Source: https://acorntheunion.org.uk/corona/

+ KejuKitchen / Keju Cares

Sithatinnar

a-thousand-israelis-brave-coronavirus-fears-to-protest-
netanyahu-1.878186

Two Thousand Israelis Brave Coronavirus Fears to Protest
Assault on Democracy

« The global pandemic has spawned new forms of activism
- and they're flourishing

2. Lessons learned from previous collective actions that

inform how activists respond to the crisis

3. Civil society struggles to get states to take action

4 Campaigning to get the specific needs of particular

groups / communities taken into account

5. Solidarity economy and mutual aid initiatives and their
ions to other

hetps://www.theguardian.com/c isfree/2020
apr/20/the-global ic-has-sp: d forms-

hods of iol

6. Struggles developing within the crisis
7. Longer-term perspective: what might the crisis mean

of-activism-and-theyr
We've identifiednearly 100 di
action that include physical, virtual and hybrid actions:
car caravans

cacerolazos

walkouts

mask-sewing

community mutual aid pods

crowdsourced emergency funds

scavenger hunts

live-streamed readings

balconies and rooftops performances

drone deliveries

digital rallies

food banks

reclaiming vacant housing

crowdsourced funds

mass donations of medical supplies

rent strikes

teach-ins

toolkits for civicaction

tweetstorms

Authors: Erica Chenoweth, Austin Choi-Fitzpatrick,
Jeremy Pressman, Felipe G Santos and Jay Ulfelder

+ SOS Moria

https://www.sosmoria.eu

Appeal from European doctors: bring refugees on the
Greek islands to safety.

+ DZIEWUCHY BERLIN
https://dziewuchyberlin.wordpress.com/2020/04./o!
solidarity-action-no-to-abortion-ban-in-poland/
InSolidarity to Polish Women! No to Abortion Ban!

« Hygiene Demos
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/zzbpgx/anti-
vaxxer: d re-anti-

for sandthep of a better world?

+ COVID-1g st of prisoner actions
https: com/covid-1g-list-of-prisoner-

Scroll down to see our current list of prisoner actions that
have occurred in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis. The
vast majority of these events involve prisoners acting in
direct response to the epidemic, but we have also included
events that occurred amidst the epidemic since we oftendo
not know prisoners’ motivations.

« CITIZENS TAKE OVER EUROPE
https://citizenstakeover.eu/

On the gth of May we reclaim an open space to discuss
current problems and co-develop solutions from a political,
social and personal perspective.

What are our concerns and our most urgent problems?
What is the current meaning of crisis and what solutions
can citizens propose and implement?

How do we organize solidarity among Europeans and with
the rest of the world?

« The Agitprop of the Pandemic
https://crimethinc.com/
Posters, Stickers, and Graffiti from around the World

« Rent Strike! Graphics Collection
https://justseeds.org/graphic/rent-strike-graphics-
collection/

« Impressive May Day for PAMEin Syntagmain the middle
of quarantine [images + video]
https://www.efsyn.gr/ellada/koinonia/2 41426

-protomagia-gi: -
meso-karantinas-eikones

lockdown-protests-are-uniting-the-fringe-right-and-left
Anti-Vaxxers, Gun Nuts, and QAnon: Germany's Bizarre
Anti-Lockdown Protests Are Uniting the Fringe Right and
Left

« Social movements in and beyond the COVID-1g crisis:
sharing stories of struggles
https://www.interfacejournal.net/

We're tired of hearing stories about the virus and the
crisis that only feature governments and corporations,
and where we only appear clapping or as corpses. So we're
asking activists around the world to share stories of what
movements are doing where they are.

EUROPE>ASIA>AFRICA>AMERICAS>GLOBAL>

Themes
1. Movements already going on before the virus

Cnkhnk

Offering free meals and grocery packages for those in
Rotterdam North, every Tuesday and Friday from 18.00-
21.00 on Almondestraat in Rotterdam as long as the
Corona measures are in effect. Currently delivering care-
packages for the elderly.

Source: https://www.facebook.com/KejuKitchen,

« Toronto Public Library
“The discussions to turn librariesinto food banks happened
a day or so after the decision to close the branches. We
see libraries as community hubs and librarians as public
servants... Almost right away, we decided to redirect our
resources o help with this critical need. We have 100
buildingsi ossthecity.

“Okay, we can do this.” The library handles materials aII
the time. We do plenty of packing and unpacking. We work
with communities. It just made sense.”

Source: https://torontolife.com/city/we-can-pack-850-
f h

Environmental Racism

« How environmental racism is fuelling the coronavirus
pandemic
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01453-

Toxic living conditions have long inflated death rates
Scientists must learn to track these patterns of inequality.

Author: Harriet A. Washington
Source: https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-
01453~y

291

provides grants of up to $400 for students and community
members facing financial hardship as a result of the
Coronavirus Pandemic. They welcome assistance with any
daily costs of living and unexpected expenses: rent, car
payments, groceries, heating oil, surprise medical costs,
etc. As requests are funded by donors, student leaders
distribute funds from an account at a local credit union
to applicants via check, direct transfer, etc. Application
done using an online form, with name, address, amount
and reason for request. Crowdfunding page setup for each
applicant. People make donations to individuals

Source: https:// i alliance. nati com
mutual_aid

PROTECTIVE GEAR/ HYGIENE

« Worker-Occupied Factory Sends Soap to Refugee Camp
- Coronavirus in Greece
https://unicornriot.ninja/2020/worker-occupied-

library-turned-its-branches-into-food-banks

factory-sends-soap-to-refugee-camp-coronavirus-in-

« The People’s Pantry Toronto
We are a volunteer initiative dedicated to safely providing
and delivering cooked meals and grocery packages to
folks who have been disproportionately affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic. These communities include low-
income and working class families, QT/BIPOC (queer
and trans, Black and Indigenous People of Colour),
precariously-housed folks, those living with illness or
disabilities, and the elderly. COVID-19 has led to the
loss of income, an inability to pay rent, insecure housing,
evictions, and excessive hoarding at grocery stores across
the GTA, making it difficult for many to access basic food
items, toiletries, and more.

Source: https://www.facebook.com,

groups/67564962653214.4/about
GROWINGFOOD

« Experimental Farm Network

Nate Kleinman of the Experimental Farm Network in
south NJ has initiated Co-op Gardens (renamed from
the initial “Corona Victory Gardens"”) to network people
across the country to develop new or expand existing
home, community, and school gardens to help meet the
oncoming wave of food insecurity due to the inevitable
economic depression. There are now several hundred of
us across the country doing multiple weekly conference
calls, collaborating in google groups and reaching out to all
sorts of organizations and people seeking resources and
helpers.
Source:

e ‘coopgarden

FINANCIAL AID

« GNO Caring Collective

A fundraising effort for providing rental support for

those workers who lost their income and don't fit into the

categories that received government support, and who

also may not have the financial paperwork or employer
to

greece-part-2/

« Open Source Designs for Face Shields
The UP College of Fine Arts’ Fablab in Manila and their
FabShields program together with the Acacia dormitory
have been providing open source designs for face shields
while helping provide parts and donations to other 3D
printers in the city.

Source: https://www.facebook.com,

* Manila Protective Gear Sewing Club

Designer Kendi Maristela, together with the Manila
Protective Gear Sewing Club and The Open Source
Medical Supplies medical team has created an open source
design after reverse engineering a PPE. The design, which
people can download from the link above, can be used to
create one’s own PPE or manufacture them for donations.

« Mondkapjes Maken!

An initiative in Amsterdam of many volunteers sewing
mouth masks for health care workers.

Source: https: //www. com/f/help. dk
maken Link to patterns: https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1-cWTgRatzaehPwXVfBi1lezL4ngFHO40

+ Manteros Mutual Aid

“Barcelona’s street vendors (manteros in Spanish, or
manters in Catalan), most of whom come from sub-
Saharan Africa, face a particularly uncertain future as
the government-imposed lockdown forbids non-essential
economic activity. No longer allowed to sell their wares,
some streetvendors have joinedforces with alocal clothing
company to sew masks and aprons for health workers
whose supplies are running low.

Source: https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/02/

bar h idarity-ti id-19

« Rosehip Medic Collective
Portland Activists configure recipe for homemade hand

sanitizer and distribute for free.

references that are required by other or

Source: http:, T i dics.org,

receive financial assistance to pay rent.
Source: https://www. com/f/new-orleans-
covidig-rent-aid-for-the-underserved

+ Bowdoin Labor Alliance
This student-led mutual aid network fundraises and

Crokbhonlk

response/.

Rental Free

Mortgage Freezes
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Everything Gardens! Growing from the Ruins of Modernity
Book, 2020

Everything Gardens! Learning the Ruins of our Collective Disaster outlines a pedagogical
model that is intended to remain useful throughout Berlin’s next 99 years, through the rav-
ages of climate change and social upheaval. This model is centred in Berlin’s Prinzessin-
nengarten at Moritzplatz and developed under the moniker of Nachbarschaftsakademie
(The Neighborhood Academy). The Nachbarschaftsakademie (NAK) was created in 2015
as a self-organized platform for collective learning, bringing together critical artistic prac-
tices and urban and rural activism. The NAK is an educational project bound up with an
ecosystem of other projects that share similar goals in Berlin’s Prinzessinnengarten — guid-
ing an eco-social practice over time.

Informed by the concept of “staying with the trouble,” it names key issues, while seeking
an ethno-poetic approach that energizes, orients and sustains the project for the duration.
The book serves to document the conflicts that inform the garden project today. At the
same time, while cataloging the 2019 summer course offerings.

PAGES: 144

EDITORS: Marc Herbst and Michelle Teran
ISBN: 978-3-943253-33-7

DESIGNER: Luca Bogoni

PUBLISHER: adocs Verlag

GROWING FROM AUS DEN RUTNEN
THE RUINS OF DER MODERNE
MODERNITY .- WACHSEN




EVERYTHING GARDENS, FUCK YOU!

By the time you read this, the Prinzessinnengarten will have its 99-
year occupation clarified by the city. Our political desire to claim
this fact is built upon our understanding that to meaningfully curtail
capitalism’s ecological and social violence, there must be a total
spatio-temporal rearrangement of things, here and everywhere.
EVERYTHING GARDENS! FUCK YOU.

Here, collectively, It is as though we have allowed ourselves to
be suspended in time. And the ether that affords and organizes this
suspension is that mix of our individual personal economies, the orga-
nizations we are staggering to put in place and our collective political
desires for many different things to come to pass. The Prinzessinnen-
garten’s occupation is one of these things. It is also that time-traveling
geographic fact that manages to contain all this suspension.

This book, focusing on the garden, was intended to be written in
stone and be authored between time. Within the folds of this binding
are analysis, documents and the luxury of errors we allow ourselves to
make because, though the contours of the future are unknown, we do
know ways we'd like to get there.

We enter the Prinzessinnengarten through one of it several gates,
whose vistas seem perpetually blocked by people or the lazy branches
of hanging vines of wild hops. People drink beer in this garden. The ed-
ucation projects that this book mostly concerns itself with, primarily the
Nachbarschaftsakademie (the NAK) but also our more praxis-based
Abendschule, shake loose ideas and practices here in this improbable
forest. Like any school, these schools are political and cultural projects
created to maneuver and reorient logistical, social and poetic relations.
These schools attend to the 99-year window of communal luxury we
have allowed ourselves.

An awareness of the climactic and capitalist disasters both here
and coming has released a subtle air panic— but the luxury folded into
our binding and 99 years is the manageable political garden space we

-
=

A brief lIltrOducthn have claimed as an urban, open commons.
. This book you hold in your hand is something like a stone and is
1E(0) thlS bOQk authored between time. It has been ascribed to until at least the year

2118 when the Prinzessinnengarten contract will be renegotiated for a
second time. The open green commons that the garden remains as will
have been utilized as a place to commonly work through the problems
and opportunities afforded the least and most marginal among us.

This book documents the efforts
of the Prinzessinnengarten’s 2019
Nachbarschaftsakademie.

EVERYTHING GARDENS! AUS DEN RUINEN DER MODERNE WACHSEN FUCK YOU, NOT THE CLIMATE!

have a chance to practice both the nature and culture of this transition,
and of to build a necessary creative refuge.
Our eco-social pedagogy concerns itself with what has been clas-
sically understood as ‘human affairs’ as much as with what has been
understood as ‘nature’. To progressively live together
3] One of the many demands in the many ways that reflect our own ways of being
made during the April 6th 2019 ) . X )
housing demonstrations was unique and becoming commonly different through this
that “We want a city: that is not a changing climate, we attend to the social and cultural
business model buta living space  forces that flow through this city as well as the chang-
for all, regardless of their origins, ing landscapes above, below and beyond.® Our city
language, age or capabil ; 2 .
Whes housws s Bk Sepwasis is a sponge the}{ contends with the effects of heat and
to live in and not for profit; where cold and transitions. If permaculture asks us to attend
nobody is forced to live in camps,  to patterns and flows, in order to studiously utilize them
shehersiorion the siests; whers in our transitions, we recognize that our 99 years asks
housing, land and nature belong 16 attend 16 h o b Ak W
tothe commons® us to attend to human and beyond-human powers.
Ourteachers attend to both climate and agricultural
questions, that help nourish us in one way, as well as political and ac-
tivist knowledge that can help organize common thought, funding and
land tenancy projects, as well as connect with the new environmental
margins and marginal people created by all these changes.
Within this climate of change, everything that flows through our city
has a knowledge that is needed to help collectively

[4] Heather Jo Flores & Lucy Bardos N N
co-organize our lives together. Whether you have years

(2018) Permaculture Principles h N .
Coloring Book for All Ages. Brad- of practice with the flows and forces of Berlin, or have

ford: Permaculture Women’s Guild.  just arrived from elsewhere to contribute to being oth-
er, together, our changed future will have demonstrat-
ed why we have joyously studied through this ruined future for some-

thing other than the ruins.

Real estate prices

— Temperature




EVERYTHING GARDENS! AUS DEN RUINEN DER MODERNE WACHSEN OUR WORLD IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN MONEY

Political
work group

GROWING FROM THE




EVERYTHING GARDENS!

AUS DEN RUINEN DER MODERNE WACHSEN

Develop and present creative work-in-progress material to
each other.

Offer each other supportive feedback.

Critically self/reflect.

Speculatively imagine what Prinzessinnengarten could be-
come in the future

Respond to the needs and desires of the participants.
Evaluate our work as we go along and at the end, through
a variety of approaches including talking, image-making
and writing that draw on Permaculture approaches.

LEARNING AIMS :
To learn about Permaculture in theory and practice (TECEFICAL)
- To learn about Theatre of the Oppressed in theory and
practice (TBCENICAL, SOCIAL, COMMUNICATIVE)
- To integrate and experiment collaboratively with Perma-
culture and Theatre of the Oppressed (TECEFICAL. SOCIAL)
To engage with Prinzessinnengarten and its local environ-
ment and climates (EMOTIONAL)
To respond to climate injustice (COMMUNICATIVE. BMOTIONAL)

COMPETENCIES

Listening skills (SOCIAL/CONMUNICATIVE)
Multi-sensory observation skills: How do we perceive our-
selves and each other in multi-species environments? How
do we perceive ourselves and each other otherwise in an
already familiar environment? (SOCIAL. TECENICAL)

- Attunement to climate injustice and racism (SOCTAL. BMOTIONAL)
Self-reflection vis-a-vis the above (SICIAL. EMOTIONAL)
Collaborative skills through group exercises (socran)

- Problem-solving skills through exercises & techniques (TEcENIcAL)

- Artistic skills (TECENICAL. EMOTIONAL)

Bodily awareness (TECENICAL. EMOTIONAL)

- Working from attunement to environmental, social and
political climates to imagining beyond what we know and
habit_ually enact (SOCIAL. EMOTIOFAL, TECHNICAL)

ASSESSMENT :

To know whether or not this workshop was a success, we will:
Invite and listen to verbal feedback from participants.
Integrate creative methods of feedback such as physical
image-making, spatial and anonymous responses to eval-
uative questions, metaphorical responses in words and
writing, etc.

- Ask participants to complete evaluation forms.

De-brief as facilitators, read and respond to the above

120

Licht Luft Scheisse

SECTION TWO

oYLLABI

OUR WORLD IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN MONEY

and reflect on how far we have achieved our aims.

- Consider what we learned that we did not expect to learn.

Invite feedback and responses from others engaged in im-
aging and planning possible futures for Prinzessinnen-
garten after the workshop.
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To Sleep Together in Comfort (Which is Politics)

Workshop, 2021
Together with Marc Herbst

A workshop on generative conflict and difference within collective, socially-engaged proj-
ects. This workshop was a semi-closed event, and embedded within the 2021 version

of the Climate Care festival, curated by Soft Agency for the Floating University in Berlin.
Participants invited to spend the night in the basin at the Floating University campus were
members of the floating e.V and invited guests.

Workshop description

How can we create and maintain a generative space where not everybody agrees but
manages to nourish comfort? Can we recognize difference and disagreement as abun-
dance? Where does disagreement not mean failure? What is the feeling of the individual in
the differentiated collective? These are affective and grounding questions.

Together in difference. Over 24 hours, including an overnight stay, we intend to write and
rewrite, based on collective experience, rules, and poetics around our common being
together. The event’s focus will be on experiencing conviviality and reflections upon it
through speaking and listening practices, writing, sleeping, and late-night dreaming. The
politics of the event are based around the understanding that to sleep with each other in
mind comfortably is a conscious project of collective organization. The inclusion of dream-
ing in this event is key, as dreams are understood here to be an accelerator/magnifier of
time and openness to the world. What vulnerabilities and entanglements are further mani-
fest when dreams are utilized as a tool through which collective articulation is consciously
composed?

Making our own bed.




Workshop detail

For us, “rewilding” refers to a horizontal return to the commons, to the entangled social
relations that are. In our changing post-Holocenic world, living through the ruins of moder-
nity, we think about rewilding only to the extent that it helps us conceptualize how produc-
tive social difference has been repressed by more patriarchal and singular forms of order.
In the name of helping us to envisage how wild the common social sphere already is, we
appreciate the term.

To sleep? Surely dream.

Sleeping together in the city — divided by our homes, our individual jobs, and plans and
possibilities for them, and also commonly united in the modern state of difference under
the order of capitalism and the modern state. What also unites us here in this gathering is
some shared language, affection or desire to work together, and perhaps some positive
affinity for what we might be able to do together. Capitalism is already present to provide
a system to account for our ordering, and the state can provide some law. As modern
cosmopolitans we have left common symbolic order that does not simply normalize profit
or the violence of the quicker and stronger towards the weaker and the slower. Thus are
initially bereft fo commonly meaningful ways to coordinate between the individual and the
collective desires besides patriarchal and profit-oriented ordering. Perhaps, learning to
listen to others and our common and different grounds and how they appear over different
temporalities might prove meaningful.
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Poetics ways of feeling and sounding through this)

e highland Maya, the transition from waking to sleep represents a

basic shift in the bouns of the self. During the day, the-locus of aware-
ness and interaction lies on “the surface of the earth” (ta’sba banamil).

As one enters into sleep, consciousness s carried 1o “the other earth,

the other sky” (yan banamil, yan vinajel) I the form of the essential soul,

a simple experlential subself or dream alter that.bridges the gap between
the physical realm of bodies and the essential space of souls. In this
space, the soul comes into contact with — and Is acted on by — the essen-
tial selves of others (as well as the varlous deities and exirahuman enti-

“~ _ties that animate the material world). The transition from sieap to waking
represents a literal *return of consciousness,” a movement of the soul from
outside the body back to its home in the dreamer's head or heart. Thig-

- newly retumed component or extension of self carrles with It the memory
PazeTea._ . _ . ... _ - .-~ - - ofits experlence, which (at least in the telling) has.a quality of revelation.
of just-arrived news." 2009

Recently, | was on a work call when everyone (a group of disabled women)
was only through text. Text read out by screen readers.
Time slowed down. We all typed one after the other. Waiting for the other
to complete their thought. Waiting for others to read. Waiting for others to
type. The entire process had patience embedded if it, but also a chal-
lenge to “normative" ideas of discussion time and pace. No one impatient-
Iy typed over others or wanted to “move things along”. The time was well
5 spent in engaging with each other at our own pace.- Raghavan 2020
lutos, s ¥
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con sus manitas de los cerros, entonces se bajan los dioses primeros a
Jugar con los hombres y mujeres, cosas
muestran los dioses primeros, traen cara dg fioche y nube. Suefios son
que sofiamos para ser mejores. b

«Por los suefios nos hablan y ensefin los dioses primeros. El hombre
. que no se sabe sofiar muy solo se queda y esconde su ignorancia en el
“miedo. Para que pudiera hablar, para que pudiera saber y saberse, los
primeros dioses ensefiaron a los hombres y mujeres de maiz a sofar, y
nahuales.les dieron' para que con ellos caminaran la vida.
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coyate para pensary no hacer caso del engafo del poderoso.

“«En el mundo de los dioses primeros, los que formaron el mundo; todo
es sueno. Es la tierra que vivimos y morimos un gran espejo del suefio
en el que viven los dioses. Viven

. . .
Biographies
Workshop hosts Marc Herbst and Michelle Tera
Michelle it Ni d
berg's Pril
situated but cosmopoliti
Marc Herbst is an editor and artist-researcher, co-gditor of the Journal of Aesthetics & Pro-
test, and advisor at the TransArt Institute. £ &

n are'not leaders or therapists. Marc and -

e (dsgpgs West) @ project founded in Kreuz-
ten who are arti an et ial capable. of
ical learning for the coming 98 years in Berlin. = &

9 gobierno la que
unos muchos abajo. No asi en el mundo. El mundo verdadero, el gran
espejo del suefio de los dioses primeros; [6s que hacleron el mundo,
muy grande y todos se caben pi
que chiquito lo hacen para que
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refleje el mundo de suefios donde viven los dioses primeros.-
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Michelle Teran is an artist, researcher-and educator. She lsfﬂmctice-orlented Research
Professor at Willem de Kooning Academy in Rotterdam. -
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Front and back of publication made for the workshop
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llega hasta nosotros. Por e tiempo camina la razén de nuestros antepasa-
chamos. Cuando las nubes se acuestan sobre la tierra, apenas agarradas
ras les ensefan. Poco se

agulla y €l coyote, El jaguar para pelear, el aguila para volar los suefios,

todos juntos los grandes dioses. Pare]
estan. No hay quiénes arriba y quién abajo. Es la injusticia que se hace
el mundo y pane a Gnos pocos arriba y a

As a daughter of immigrant insomniacs who sleeps with one ear
open, | think this question of sleep is crucial. As Black women
! artists, from Almah LaVon Rice-Faina to Shelley Davis Roberts to
[Patrisse Khan-Cullors to The Nap Ministry, are abundantly
Iclear, rest is resistance and sieep is political, night-
Imares threaten our sleep... .
= -
the restlass, the overwdrked, the undersiept, the one-
‘cyo—optnvmythopon, mmmhm
adaptations we have alresdy learned in order not 10 drown hers?
(Could we Imagine 8 world where we are all safe enough to sleep
Ineld in the arms of the river, in her motharing flow, supported by
the boundaries we need to fully rest?- Gumbs 2020 _
' -
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To hefp participants experience in real time the primary reasons.
“groups who attempt to use consensus and fail, do.so; unstal- _ -
ed and in %
Whereas the dominant ideology of group process would have us
‘assume that fissures arise in groups primarily from diffefences
in opinion, or the process taking too long, or people not know-
ing how o be In confiict, the real problem is somuch simpler
and also so much harder.to see: we think wé agree because we.
think we mean the same things with our words, but we don't. The
fissure Is there long before the arises.

Be In Principled Stance: Know that you cannot meaningfuly agree

honest assessment, to disagree and then find alignment from that
place. Then we know we can agree, and that it means something.
po!mmnmm-mml

Dreaming is not only a necessary political act, but *
hotation of men and women's social-historical form of being. Itis.
part of human nature, which finds itself within history, in‘a perma-
nent process.of becoming.... There is no change witfiout dreams
{ust as there are no dreams without hope... -~

The understanding of history as possibllity rather than determin-
ism ... would be unintelligible Mm just as a determin-

istic view feels incompatible with them and, therefore, negates
them. - Freire 1992 o
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Que sofaste?

This durational workshop is socially grounded in personal experiences of difference,
internal group conflicts and convivialities, and exterior group boundaries in social prac-
tice work. the workshop’s practice is based on experiences in early net art performance
jams, commoning, and informed by Dean Spade’s writings on organizing, adrienne maree
brown’s emergent strategy, disability and restorative justice, feminist science fiction, and
decolonial theory on other poetics. Active listening is a key method in an effort to hear the
least articulate of thoughts and wishes as loudly as those most articulate. And to recognize
extant practices within our common lives that nevertheless escape public notice.




Dignity / Dignidad
film, 88 min, 2016
Dignity / Dignidad is a film about strategies of reclaiming in times of crisis.

The film focuses on “La Dignidad,” a residential building in Mostoles, a suburb of Madrid.
The building was constructed during the real-estate boom but never occupied after the
property market collapsed following the Spanish financial crisis starting in 2008. Housing
activists from Stop Desahucios (Stop Evictions) in Mostoles took over the building in June
2014, and christened it “La Dignidad.” The activists made the decision to take over the
building when they realized that more and more people coming to the weekly housing
assemblies were either already homeless or were about to be evicted the following week.
There are currently fifty people living in “La Dignidad,” 18 are children under the ages of
10.

The building “La Dignidad” is part La Obra Social (Social Work), a nation-wide campaign
initiated by the Plataforma de Afectados por la Hipoteca (PAH) which targets the hundreds
of thousands of empty apartment buildings constructed during the Spanish housing bub-
ble. The banks are the current owners of these buildings: they took over possession of the
property from bankrupt developers who defaulted on their investment loans. The banks
received massive government bailouts, while, at the same time, people were being evicted
from their homes at unprecedented levels. The activists use these buildings, to relocate
families and individuals with housing difficulties. The logic of the action is thus: if the banks
belong to the public, then the houses do as well.




Most of the events and encounters portrayed in Dignity / Dignidad occur between Mos-
toles and Madrid, Spring / Summer 2015, during the post-election environment of new city
governments lead by ‘rebel’ mayors, and the Greek bailout referendum.

Dull Janiell Hernandez, a Cuban filmmaker and one of the occupants of La Dignidad, acts
as editor for the film.







Accompanying the film is the English version of La Obra Social Manual, a translation proj-
ect initiated by Michelle Teran and published by The Journal of Aesthetics & Protest.

The Obra Social Manual, a 25-page manual of civil disobedience on the tactics of recuper-
ating houses- a direct action how-to. It offers a step-by-step guide for reinstating the social
use of empty housing owned by banks, by putting them in the hands of evicted individuals
and families.

The original Spanish version was released by the Plataforma de Afectados por la Hipoteca
(PAH) in 2013.
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Reclaiming Workshop
public intervention, 2016

The Reclaiming Workshop is an exchange of models and strategies on the relations be-
tween places, materials and performative actions that are produced in the context of
reclaiming.

The workshop was initially developed for the Neighborhood Academy program of 2016,
which focused on forms of collective learning. Located in the Prinzessinnengarten — a
community garden located around Moritzplatz, Kreuzberg — the Neighborhood Academy
is a self-organized open platform for urban and rural knowledge sharing, cultural practice
and activism. “Die Laube,” a three-story experimental ‘treehouse’ is the headquarters for
the academy, and which provides a space for self-organized, community-oriented and
future-oriented learning. The Reclaiming Workshop took place with the participation of var-
ious grassroots initiatives and affinity groups operating with Berlin, connected by the fight
for the right to the city, and strategies for reclaiming. We officially launched the event by
hanging protest banners used by each of the participating groups on the facade of “Die
Laube,” thereby designating it as a space for collective learning.




During the workshop, we introduced participatory models and methodologies for collective
learning developed inside and outside of Berlin (Paris, Madrid) which exercise the col-
lective power to reshape the process of urbanization (Harvey 2008), by using community
toolkits that combine online and physical interactions.

The focus was an exchange and discussion of practical case studies, which provided the
basis for the production of knowledge and ideological positions for grassroots political

and social movements against property speculation and privatization of public space. We
elaborated further on the case studies introduced within the workshop by collectively read-
ing through manuals, manifestos, open letters, pamphlets and other materials produced
by workshop participants in their ongoing fight for the right to the city, and strategies for
reclaiming.

The public act of reading was the act of making public the physical artifacts of current
activities, many times the only traces of a constant flow of activity that often goes undocu-
mented. This event proposed that the public reading and exchange of these materials cre-
ated a bridge for dialogue and collective knowledge, building up a public archive through
the circulation of instructions and recipes for living.
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Mortgaged Lives

film, 42 min, 2014

Mortgaged Lives examines the experience of rupture, through the loss of a home, within
the Spanish eviction crisis. The film analyses the psychosocial experience of eviction from
three perspectives: psychological analysis, personal testimony and an actual event.




In July 2013 in Madrid, a small group of women travel on a metro towards a home on the
other side of the city where they try to prevent the eviction of a young family. They are ac-
tivists in the PAH, a right to housing movement in Spain, as well as being personally affect-
ed by the current eviction crisis happening throughout the country.

The film maps out the psycho-social trauma of homelessness, social estrangement, and
the fight against injustice by those who are suffering the consequences of the economic
crisis within the global economy.

Within the era of a global financial crisis, everyday reality is defined by destabilization,
particularly felt around the home. In Spain, the onset of the financial crisis resulted in an
increase in unemployment and surge in evictions of citizens who were able to pay their
mortgages. In 2009, the PAH, a right to housing movement operating throughout Spain,
was established to fill a gap in insufficient measures within government for dealing with the
housing crisis and an unfair mortgage system and to make visible the abuses of power by
the financial systems.

This film documents the everyday realities of contemporary crisis on individual lives. It
shows the growing needs and inspiring strategies for fighting injustice produced by a
neo-liberal economy. What are the ways that we can understand and describe contempo-
rary crisis? How can the transformation of societies be perceived?

.

| would be ashamed: te evict a family!
.




film stills




Accompanying the film is the English translation of Vidas Hipotecadas (Mortgaged Lives).

Written by two of the founders of the PAH, Mortgaged Lives explains the causes of and
points towards those responsible for the Spanish mortgage crisis and the broader situa-
tion. Ada Colau and Adria Alemany analyze the role of the public administration, reveal the
fights carried out by the PAH through first-person accounts and offer advice and useful
resources for defending the right to housing and avoiding abuses of power by banks and
financial institutions.

Translation by Michelle Teran, published by the Journal of Aesthetics & Protest with help
by Traficantes de Suefios.

224 pages, b/w, soft cover.

Officially launched by Michelle Teran, Traficantes de Suefios, Journal of Aesthetics & Pro-
test and the Radical Housing Network during the Anarchist Book Fair, London, 2014.
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MORTGAGED LIVES

The role of the government: buy, buy, you cursed ones!

The Spanish transition from Franco to a2 Democracy, far from marking

a brezkpoint, gawe continuity to the housing policies of the previous
era. Gradually, the newly formed democratic government strengthened
reforms that transformed renting into 2n unsmable, expensive and even
disgraceful option, pushing most of the population into taking on a debt
in order to obtain housing.

THE PRIVATIZATION OF THE BANKS AND THE OUTSOURCING

OF ECONOMIC POLICY

The privatization of the banks not only meant the loss of one of the
mest important economic policy tools within the hands of the state,
such as the creation of money, but ako meant the loss of a basic toal for
designing a production model on which our economy would be based.
Suddenly, the savings of millions of citizens were being managed by
private enterprises. With 2 much higher volume of private deposits than
public budgets, the lirge investmentz being made within the banking
industry were those that were determining the productive fabric of the
country. It was the bank, from that moment on, who started w decide
which national project to invest in and in which not, which activity o
finance and which not. Why strategically bet on a certain sector and why
not. Privatization left decisions in the hands of private interests, which
until then had been taken up within the public sphere. Accordingly, they
told us that the privatization within the financial sector ensored the mest
efficient use of resources. The market would tzke care in directing our
savings into the most productive activities and everybody would win.
Bue it turned out that boards of directors of banks were more interested
in obtaining short-term benefits than ensuring the sustainability of their
investments. Thus billions of eums of savings from the accounts of mil-
lions of depositors went towands the real estate sector, where the highest
yield could be obtained within the shortest time.

If the State wanted to straighren out the economy, it had to make use
of fiecal policy to develop a model that would gee it back on course.
But instead of setting limite, the fiscal policy did nothing but reinforce
the tendency towards rewarding specalation.

50

HOW DID'WE GET HERE : THE DMA OF THE HOUSING BUBBLE

In this way they were zolidifying the foundations for an insufficiently
diversified economy. An economy that operated more like 2 pyramid
scheme that needed more and more capital in order to propagate itself.
When all resources had finally depleted themselves at home, they went
looking for more ouside of the country. The Spanish economy became
more dependent on international capitzl and thereby increasingly more
exposed to the cyclical swings of the global ecoromy. For years, this
maodel, based on the housing market and cheap lzbor, seemed to work.
The real estate market had been converted into a hen with golden
egps. But everybody knows that it & very risky to put all the eggs into
one basket, as all of themn wonld break if the basket were to fall. And the
basket did break the moment that Lehman Brothers fell and interna-
tional capital stopped flowing, a collapsing howse of cards thar turned the
Spanish mirzcle into a distant mirage.

THE DEREGULATION OF THE CREDIT MARKET AND ITS EFFECT ON PRICES
The privatization of the banking sector doring the 1980k followed a
progressve deregulation of the financial market, which completely did
away with any credit control mechanisme that had existed before. This
deregulation encouraged a policy based on credit and facilitated debt
within families, which went from 55 to 130% of all disposzble income
from 1997 to 2007 The State defended these reforms saying that a
flexible financial market wounld benefit society and would allow more
people to buy 2 home throngh mortgage loans. Of every three euros of
debt, two are attributed to mortgage debt Therefore, for years they made
us believe that democratizing acces to credit was the most efficient way
of gnaranteeing the right to housing. The reality was, however, thar this
paolicy of easy credit contributed in a straightforward manner to the rise
in houosing prices, multiplying the effort that pecple had to make in
order to access housing. While in 1997 a family needed the equivalent
of 3,8 times its average gross annual salary in order to buy a flat, by 2007
this had climbed to 7.6. If we use another measurement, we coald say
that for the average family the average proportion of i monthly income
that had to be destined to pay the mortgage went up in the same period
from 37,6% to 51,2%.

Given the capacity that real estate vendors had in fixing housing
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Rupture Sessions
public reading, 2014

Rupture Sessions is a performative re-enactment of a conversation between a psychologist
and four women living in Madrid about their personal experiences with eviction. The con-
versation took place as part of a research of the psychosocial impacts of eviction carried
out by PAH Madrid.

Translated from the original recordings in Spanish into other languages (to date English
and French), the transcript is a testimony to the everyday realities of contemporary crisis,
bringing personal experiences into universal issues around social rupture and the disinte-
gration of the home. The public reading of the text is a discussion and analysis of the con-
versation through aesthetic reflection. The circulation and introduction of the translated text
into other configurations and conversations give impetus for reflection on issues, around
contemporary crisis and its impacts on the home, a cross-pollination of ideas which takes
place within a dialogical situation.




Public event,

Text read by five individuals from community
organizations working on issues of the right-
to-housing in Québec City.

Gallery La Chambre Blanche
Québec City, 2015







Folgen

Transmedia storytelling project, 2011-2012

Folgen is a transmedia storytelling project that looks at the publication of personal archives
and the tension between the public and private experience. It explores the personal expe-
rience of what it is like to follow somebody, first by monitoring the videos people put online,
then following this information to actual physical addresses within the city where these
videos were produced.

Folgen draws on the existing narratives of amateur video makers found on YouTube to
build a multi-layered media landscape of Berlin. A subjective approach combines frag-
ments of images and sound from the videos with my own narration, using the traces video
makers have left in the public sphere of the internet to follow people throughout the city.
The videos are self-representative acts, performances, and depictions of the everyday,
which together form a relation with the city spaces where they transpire. The geographic
locations encoded in the videos become waypoints for traversing an unofficial, uninten-
tional map of Berlin. Through this process, the city becomes a place to be inhabited and
experienced through an other’s narrative — stepping into somebody else’s shoes.

The german word ‘Folgen’ has several meanings. As a verb it means ‘to follow’, while as

a noun is refers to episodes, consequences, implications or effects. The project draws on
several meanings of the word. The act of following someone or something builds up a col-
lection of stories, pieced together in different orders and variations. At the same time, both
the disclosure and the act of following personal information towards its source has unantic-
ipated effects and consequences.

The research material from Folgen resulted in the production of different cultural forms: a
table installation, lecture performance and limited edition artist book.



Table installation
wooden table, photographs, printed text, illustrations, live performance. 2011

Produced for Tracing Mobility: Cartography and Migration in Networked Space, Haus der
Kulturen der Welt, Berlin. Trampoline, curators.

A large table, roughly shaped like the city of Berlin is covered with drawings, texts and
photographs. The table, which functions as a storytelling environment, addresses issues
of life in the virtual world mediated through images, which become re-materialized within
the spaces of the personal and the urban where the images originated. It emerges as a
temporary tactile media archive and becomes a physical environment for the re-playing of
personal histories.




installation details
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Performance setting at KinoKino, Stavanger, 2013
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Co miasto moze zrobi¢ dla Ciebie? (What can the City do for you?)

installation and urban intervention.
Photographs, printed material, social action. 2010

commissioned by the Mediations Biennale in Poznan, Poland

Branding the terms "Biennale" and "European Capital of Culture" promotes a certain legiti-
macy to local cultural events in an attempt to make them attractive for corporate sponsor-
ship (and city development) tying them to economic and political agendas. Art and culture
are part of the larger political and economic issues that shape the daily life of any city.
Invited artists are implicated in these structures. As such, these officially sanctioned spac-
es for art provide a rich ground for artists to address the conditions that define how and for
whom their work is produced and displayed.

My own work addresses the overlapping relations that create social space in both the real
and virtual sense. To generate a critical reflection on the complicated conditions of artistic
production and social space, | wanted to give visibility to two creative currents not sanc-
tioned by the city. Rozbrat, a sixteen year old squat and autonomous space for various po-
litical, social and cultural activity was in a precarious position with the threat of closure and
“Poznan: To nie Firma!” (Poznan: Not a Company) a counter campaign to the official city
campaign “Poznan: Miasto know-how (Poznan: City of know-how) that become visible in
the city in June, 2010 in the form of an illegal stencil campaign that appeared throughout
the city. Both Rozbrat and “Poznan: To nie Firma!” played a critical role in creating alter-
native narratives into how urban spaces should be constructed as well as the rights of its
citizens to decide about the life of the city.




The initial proposal by Rozbrat was to stage a public event in the city centre during the
Mediations Biennale that politically addressed the disparity in spending between afford-
able public housing and the construction of a football stadium in preparation for 2012
European Football Championships in Poznan. This proposal was rejected by the city and
revised by the organizers of the Biennale in a way that would prevent visibility and its ef-
fectiveness.

| offered instead to transfer half of my artist's fee provided by the Biennale in order to
support their ongoing activities. Stencils of the “Poznan: To nie Firma” campaign were
produced by the Rozbrat collective for people to take away and use at their discretion. A
campaign protesting the disparity of spending on the new football stadium to public hous-
ing took place several months after the Biennale.




Documentation of football stadium protest action




The City is Creative

Site-specific installation. Painted mural, video, printed material, tables, infrared flashlight
interface. 2009.

Commissioned by Baltan Laboratories and the flux-s Festival, Eindhoven.

performance still - Tango Salon

Mariano y Cosima in Scala 280ct2008

Frasn: drgrien |
Dersorstration afer neotangs lesson Scala, TipaTanga,
Eindhaven, The Mothardans

Mariano y Cosima in Scala 280ct2008
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With a minimal play on words in the title of her interactive installation, Michelle Teran refers
to the concept of The Creative City by the Dutch avant-garde artist Constant Nieuwenhuys.
In the early 1950s, this artist started the project New Babylon, which centred on the inher-
ent, but still unused creative potential of citizens. His goal was to generate a new percep-
tion and construction of the city and community, one that went beyond economic motives.

Teran has transposed this experiment into the present and, using Google Earth, has
sought out people living in Eindhoven who have displayed stimulating originality via films
shown on YouTube. Whether they are jugglers, dancers or science-fiction buffs, they all
show unbridled creativity and curiosity coupled with the urge to share their fascination with
others.

Teran invited them to re-record their videos in, and in the context of, De Hoge Rug build-
ing, located within the former Philips industrial terrain and future site of the urban devel-
opment project The Creative City. In an interactive installation, the video makers and their
audience can meet in a new and more intimate way. Visitors can influence the projections
themselves, using infrared torches; it is up to them how much and what aspects, they want
to learn about the makers. It is they who determine the frames, on their own or together
with other visitors. At the same time, files displayed on the tables document the entire de-
velopment process. Personal stories, visions and discoveries bear witness to a perviously
invisible, unmistakably fertile, movement.

Miryam van Lier, flux-s festival catalogue text

Performance still - The Evolution of Emily



Performance still - Urban Surfing 2
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map still - original YouTube video
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installation detail - interactive video projection




Installation detail - painted mural

e




installation detail - reading table




Buscando al Sr. Goodbar
Bus tour, 2009

Winner of the 2010 Transmediale Award. Honorary Mention Prix Arts Electronica. Short-
listed for the Future Everything Award. Winner of Turku2011 digital media & art grand prix
award, Participative Media category.

Buscando al Sr. Goodbar is impossible to pin down to a particular genre of networked
media art. It is at once locative media, performance, social media, psychogeographical,
participatory. It flows less as a result of software, interface, virtual environment, and the
Internet, even though it is wholeheartedly a work in and about networks within the Web

2.0 environment; it functions more as a work proceeding from “enactive networking”... The
networking in Buscando al Sr. Goodbar is dynamic—an unfolding relation that ensure via
the conjoining, the enacting of city, media, inhabitants with one another... The bus tourists
begin to inhabit and move through their networked city by being brought into actual con-
junctions with the YouTube performers...Google Earth functions here less as a map, less
as a self-enclosed world and more as the condition for the very event of networking as
edging—an opening-out-onto. It sets off and is thoroughly entangled with a series of (recur-
sive) relays that become the predicates for novel predicates—emergent socialities inflected
by networks that are ecologies of performing, traversing, seeing.

Anna Munster, An Aesthesia of Networks (MIT Press, 2013)




Buscando al Sr. Goodbar is a threefold tour which takes place simultaneously on Google
Earth, YouTube and on an actual bus driving throughout the city of Murcia, Spain.

The passengers of the bus embark on a physical search for the locations and authors of
various YouTube videos produced in the city. Whenever any such YouTube video disclos-
es the geographical coordinates of where it was shot, the video becomes tagged onto
Google Earth via a special software mapping system. The bus can be followed virtually on
Google Earth while YouTube videos are screened on the bus itself.

At certain points the audience leaves the bus and meets some of the video authors who
present them with re-enactments of their performances. By entering the spaces where vid-
eos were produced, an intimate encounter occurs between video makers and audience.
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Research documentation, Google Earth/YouTube, 2009



Performance still, Murcia, 2009
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Life: A User's Manual
Performance. Monitor, video scanner, antenna, car battery, found object. 2003-2006

Nominated for Transmediale Award, honorary mention Interactive Arts
category for Prix Ars Electronica.

How many wireless video camera systems have been sold to monitor babies’ sleep?

In the video of the 2005 Berlin walk, a woman in black pulls a rolling video-suitcase, on the
front of which a vignette window shows an indistinct black and white image. She moves
her wrist so that the device strapped to it can pick up nearby video streams: a high-angle
view of a supermarget aisle is replaced by a shot of an open window seen from inside
looking out. Elsewhere, the suitcase became a backpack (Montreal) or a street vendor’s
cart piled up with television monitors (Linz).

In Teran’s work, activities that take place within the monitored rooms are revealed to a
handful of participants as they unfold. This project questions the limits between public and
private space as they are traditionally defined—inside (a home or a business) and outside
(the street). These limits shift when people film their interiors and post their videos on the
Web. Teran taps into private video streams by does not rebroadcast the footage she cap-
tures.

Karen O’Rourke, Walking and Mapping: Artists as Cartographers
MIT Press, 2013.
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Life: a user’'s manual is a series of performances that exposes and examines the hidden
stories captured by private wireless CCTV streams and how they are overlaid with the
more tangible and perceptible spaces of the city.

During each performance, a nomadic, female character invites the public on an urban
tour, where they are shown different surveillance views of the city. Using a video scanner
she intercepts live surveillance from wireless security cameras within public and private
spaces, and displays them on mobile public broadcasting system. Revealing hidden lay-
ers and forbidden fragments, she pieces together unseen stories from the invisible media
present in the city.

A tiny fraction of the radio spectrum has been allocated for public use. Taking advantage
of this unlicensed part of the spectrum, the result has been an increase in use of wireless
devices that are transmitting on this narrow band. The culmination of these autonomous
and synchronous acts contributes to an invisible, ad-hoc network of media overlaid upon
the socially codified spaces of urban environments, the café, the home, the apartment
building, the office, the store, the bar, the hallway, the entrance, the parking lot and the
street.

Life: a user’s manual focuses on the use of wireless surveillance cameras within public and
private places that transmit on the unlicensed 2.4 Ghz frequency band. Whether intended
or not, a person that plugs in a wireless surveillance camera becomes a broadcaster who
transmits live video out into the streets. Walking through the streets and carrying a video
receiver, an alternate view of the city and its inhabitants starts to unfold, created by these
anonymous and unofficial broadcasts.

Curated within many festivals and exhibitions including the Transmediale Festival (Berlin)
and Ars Electronica (LInz).
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A20 Recall

Walking performance and online map. 2006.
Commissioned by La Chambre Blanche, Quebec City.

In April 20-22, 2001, the FTAA Summit of the Americas took place, a meeting of North,
Central and South American leaders in which a proposed trade agreement to eliminate

or reduce trade barriers was discussed. In anticipation of the massive anti-globalization
protests that this meeting would attract, the city became extremely militarized. Of the many
extensive security measures, by far what attracted the most attention was a perimeter
fence, dubbed “The Wall of Shame” which enclosed a large part of the old city, govern-
ment buildings and also cut through the residential neighborhood of Saint-Jean Baptiste,
transforming the city into a high security fortress. The protest around the fence and the
summit was violently subdued by police resulting in many arrests and the deployment of
over 5,000 canisters of tear gas within a 72 hour period.

Similar security tactics have since appeared in other cities such as during the G8 sum-
mits in Genoa and Heilingendamm and APEC Summit in Sydney, where the emptying of a
space creates the conditions for power to operate and where citizens become suspect.

map view



To understand psychological effects and residual traces of a violent protest within the
cultural memory of an urban space, | decided make a pilgrimage to the former site of the
“Wall of Shame” in which | retraced the periphery of the security fence over a series of
walks that took place over a period of three weeks. During these walks, | conducted ad-
hoc interviews with anybody that | might meet (in parks, private businesses, a firestation, a
hotel and on sidewalks) where | asked different people to share their memories, perspec-
tives and opinions of the protest.

Images, text and tracings from this journey became a collaborative online map of individu-
al perceptions, experiences and consequences of the event.
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